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JANE ADDAMS 
1860 - 1935 

Founder of the League 
In 1889, shocked by conditions 
she saw in London’s East Side, Jane 
Addams came home to found Hull 
House, a social settlement amid 
Chicago’s underprivileged. Growing 
‘ A a out of her work 
championship of 


$ better education 
and housing, col- 
lective bargain- 


ing, women’s suf- 

i frage and laws to 
ral protect women 
and children, and her tremendous 
influence as an international author- 
ity on social work and legislation. 
In 1915, she presided over a Con- 
gress of European women held at 
The Hague, from which grew the 
WILPF. She was our first presi- 
dent, serving for 14 years and con- 
tinuing as Honorary President until 
her death. Ir. 1931, she was award- 
ed the Nobel Peace Prize jointly 
with Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler. 

Jane Addams has said: 

“IT am not one of those who be- 
l‘eve that devotion to international 
aims interferes with love of country, 
any more than devotion to family 
detracts from good citizenship .. . 
the duties of family, nation and 
humanity are but concentric circles.” 

“It is easy for all of us to shirk the 
discussion of current issues under 
the plea of remaining impartial; it 
is a temptation to remain a silent 
coward and think oneself a tolerant 


spectator.” * * * 
“The good we secure for ourselves 
is precarious and uncertain ... until 


it is secured for all of us and incor- 
porated into our common life.” 


PEARL S. BUCK 
Honorary Chairman 


40th Anniversary Committee 


I have been pleased indeed to ac- 
cept the honorary chairmanship of 
this important year in the life of the 
Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom. Reflecting upon 
the work of the Organization, I find 
it significant and even symbolic that 
this anniversary year falls upon the 
most critical world-year of human 
existence. Viewed pessimistically, 
we must confess that the dreams of 
those two great women, Jane Ad- 
dams and Emily Greene Balch, are 
far from reality. We must face the 
fact that we women have accom- 
plished all too little. Our efforts 
have been too feeble, too scattered, 
too divided, to have greatly affected 
our times. Peace is only possible— 
and war remains probable. 

But against pessimism one must 
reflect that our comparative failure, 
which can become absolute failure 
only if the third world war actually 
breaks, is not wholly our fault. It 
is partly the result of the position in 
which women continue to find them- 
selves in every country. Their pow- 
er remains indirect and therefore 
difficult to focus upon any one goal. 

Yet, because women are primarily 
responsible for human life, somehow 
we must raise ourselves into a place 
where our influence can be as strong 
as that of men. We must not sub- 
due ourselves, nor silence our voices 
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EMILY GREENE BALCH 


Honorary International President 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner, 1946 


As one of the founders of the 
WILPF in 1915, Emily Greene 
Balch was among the first to enlist 
the organized, intelligent coopera- 
tion of women in the cause of peace. 
She was _ instru- 
mental in calling 
many internation- 
al congresses of 
women and in 
setting up inter- 
national confer- 
ences on_ such 
issues as East 
European problems, statelessness 
and minorities. She was a pioneer 
in working for the League of Na- 
tions and a United Nations organ- 
ization through which cooperation 
on particular issues may be prac- 
ticed. 

She has never been afraid to speak 
out fearlessly; she has seen the real 
underlying issues long before most 
others. John Dewey has spoken of 
her “ . . . constructive statesman- 
ship .. . her intellectual leadership 
... her gifts amounting to genius 
for discovering new approaches to 
political and international import- 

Emily Greene Balch has said: 

“It is not realistic to concen- 
trate our attention on the recent 
revelations of the depth of evil to 
which human beings can descend 


... The recent years have also 
brought us amazing revelations of 
the good and great possibilities of 
human nature. We must draw a 
deep breath and fill ourselves with 
the fresh air of courage and con- 
fidence...” 
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APRIL IS OUR FORTIETH 
BIRTHDAY! 

We point with pride to our accom- 
plishments through 40 years of work 
toward peace and freedom; with honor 
to our national and international lead- 
ers of the WILPF; with humility to the 
goals before us to which we must dedi- 
cate ourselves anew. 


Armed Truce or Peace? 

The Fortieth Anniversary of the 
Founding of the Women‘s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Free- 
dom finds the League faced with a 
gigantic arms race far beyond the 
worst fears of its founders. With 
all their far-sightedness, the women 
at The Hague could not know that 
the war which they tried to stop 
was but the beginning of a half cen- 
tury of ever more deadly conflicts. 

We are told that there may still 
be time to avert disaster. Unfor- 
tunately, governmental policy is 
still largely based on reliance on 
arms as a deterrent to war. In this 
-situation the League should re- 
double its efforts for universal dis- 
armament, pointing out the pre- 
cariousness of an armed truce in 
which a single false move may lead 
to irretrievable disaster. It should 
arouse people to protest against the 
hideousness of dependence on nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Yet opposition to armaments will 
fail unless plans are developed for 
long term agreements leading to 
peace. There are signs in some 
comments in the press of a growing 
recognition of this need and of the 
necessity for a drastic modification 
of U.S.A. policy in this direction. 

While the League must continue 
to deal with current legislative 
measures such as U.M.T., Recipro- 
cal Tiade Agreements, Economic 

(Cont'd p. 4, col. 2) 


News from Washington 
ANNALEE STEWART 
Legislative Secretary 

UNETAP. The UN Expanded 
Technical Assistance Program 
which began operations July, 1950, 
is financed entirely by contributions 
from participating governments. Its 
purpose is to mobilize, in coopera- 
tion with the other UN specialized 
agencies, the technical know-how 
of the advanced nations to create 
the conditions of health, knowledge 
and skills which are the necessary 
base in the underdeveloped areas 
for their rapid economic and indus- 
trial development. The U.S. a 
steady contributor, has been provid- 
ing 60% of UNETAP’s funds 
(about $20-25 million a year). UN- 
ETAP is the main multilateral 
assistance program to which the 
U.S. contributes. Congress last year 
cut back the President’s request for 
funds by $8 million earmarked for 
1955 operations. On March 18, the 
House, by roll call vote, cut the 
appropriation in half ($4 million), 
with 174 for and 107 against. It is 
hoped that the Senate will restore 
the $8 million so that in conference 
some of the cut can be put back. 
ACTION NEEDED: Write your 
Senators asking them to support the 
$8 million supplemental appropria- 
tion. 

FORMOSA. We believe that 
the resources of the UN have not 
been fully used. There is rather 
general agreement that (1) the 
small coastal islands are legally a 
part of China; (2) hostilities here 
are part of the Chinese civil strife; 
(3) the General Assembly should 
make every effort to arrange a set- 
t'ement which would prevent the 
expansion of hostilities; (4) provi- 
sions should be made for withdraw- 
al of Nationalist forces; (5) the 
U.S. should avoid any unilateral ac- 
tion that would involve it in war; 
(6) seating of the People’s Republic 
as China’s representative in the UN 
is necessary, as it is unlikely that 
the UN can settle the Fo-mosan 
problem until this occurs. SUG- 
GESTED ACTION: Write letters 
to the President and Secretary of 
State supporting the above ideas 
(using your own words) and send 
copies of your letters to Senators 
and Representatives asking them to 
encourage untiring efforts to find a 
peaceful solution. Especially write 
the President when he is attacked, 
commending him for his continued 
suppert of the UN and efforts for 
negotiation. 
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The Meaning of Consultative 


Status 
By GLADYS WALSER 

About seventy international or- 
ganizations, of which WILPF is 
one, have consultative status under 
the Economic and Social Council 
and its subsidiary bodies, such as 
the Commission on Human Rights 
and the Status of Women Commis- 
sion. Article 71 of the United Na- 
tions Charter reads: “The Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC) may 
make suitable arrangements for 
CONSULTATION with non-gov- 
ernmental organizations (N GOs) 
which are concerned with matters 
within its competence. Such ar- 
rangements may be made with 
INTERNATIONAL organizations 
and, where appropriate, with NA- 
TIONAL organizations after con- 
sultation with the Member of the: 
United Nations concerned.” Those 
persons who represent INTERNA- 
TIONAL organizations are called 
CONSULTANTS, while those rep- 
resenting NATIONAL organiza- 
tions are called OBSERVERS. 

There are two categories (A) and 
(B) of NGOs. Category A includes 
those few which are supposed to 
have special competence in the eco- 
nomic and social field, such as the 
World Trade Unions and World Co- 
operatives. They are allowed to 
suggest items for the agenda o f the 
ECOSOC, make statements to the 
Council directly and sit behind the 
delegates. 

Category B NGOs sit in the press 
gallery and may request a hearing 
before a special committee ap- 
pointed by the ECOSOC if they 
have a statement to make. How- 
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Greetings to the Women’s 
International League for Peace 
and Freedom on its 40th Anni- 
versary. The League, and es- 
pecially its publication “Four 
Lights,” has come to be a 
definite part of the political and 
social educational material of 
our time. It is especially valu- 
able for many husbands whose 
wives are active in the League. 
Those of us who stand outside 
the organization itself would 
cheer on the pilgrims of under- 
standing and good will in their 
courageous and dedicated ef- 
forts toward peace and freedom. 

Clarence E. Pickett 
Honorary Secretary, 


American Friends 
Service Committee. 


MEET 
MARIE LOUS-MOHK 


(Norwegian Section) 

International Chairman of the 
WILPF. Is a teacher, an accom- 
plished pianist, speaks several lang- 
guages fluently. 
During the Nazi 
occupation of Nor- 
way she worked 
in the non-violent 
resistance move- 
ment. At one time 
Miss Mohr and 
other teachers 
were ordered by the Nazis to certify 
that their students had attended an 
Anti-Semitic exhibit. Reluctant to 
comply, yet under orders, they offer- 
ed a prize to the student who saw 
the exhibit in the shortest possible 
time, thus insuring concentration on 
speed rather than content! She was 
imprisoned by the Nazis for two 
years and had been in solitary con- 
finement for 18 months when Nor- 
way was liberated by the Allies. 


ELSE ZEUTHEN 
(Danish Section) 

At present a member of the Dan- 
ish Parliament. Mrs. Zeuthen did 
a great deal of work during the war 
to assist and rescue Jewish people 
who were persecuted by the Nazis. 
She is former President of the Dan- 
ish Section, WILPF, which has 
the largest membership of any 
single Section. Mrs. Zeuthen sends 
the following Birthday Message on 
our 40th Anniversary: 

“In Denmark as elsewhere, the 
WILPF has for some time been en- 
grossed in informing the public as 
to the terrible inherent conse- 
quences of the new weapons, which 
demand a total reconsideration of 
all previous policies. The public 
must understand the dangers threat- 
ening our very existence. We must 
ourselves decide whether we shall 
live or die. 

“But we are also active politically 
urging our government to pursue 2 
direct peace policy, immediate nego- 
tiations between East and West 
w.thout waiting for further futile 
positions of strength, a true UN 
policy instead of the prevailing 
power politics, and the realization 
of the equal rights of all peoples and 
races.” 


KATHLEEN LONSDALE 
(British Section) 
President of the British Section, 
WILPF. She is Professor of Crys- 
tallography at London University, 


YOUR WILPF 


one of the few women to be elected 
a Fellow of the Royal Society, and 
has long had a special interest in 
the ethical problems of scientists, 
particularly as they relate to the 
armaments race. Dr. Lonsdale re- 
cently participated in a series of 
lectures on the British Broadcasting 
System concerning Scientists and 
Peace, which aroused great interest 
and discussion among the listening 
public. Dr. Lonsdale, who is a paci- 
fist, was one of the group of Quak- 
ers who in 1951 went on their well- 
known mission to Soviet Russia. 
She has recently returned from 
Australia and New Zealand. 


VIJAYA LAKSHMI PANDIT 
(Indian Section) 

President of the Indian Section, 
WILPF, Honorary International 
President of Art for World Friend- 
ship, past Presi- 
dent of the UN 
General Assem- 
bly. Mme. Pandit 
became interested 


in the WILPF 
while she was the 
Indian Minister 


to Washington. 
Her experience with the U.S. and 
British Sections led her to believe 
that Indian women could benefit 
greatly by membership in the WIL- 
PF. Accordingly, with the help of 
Signe Hojer of Sweden, who was in 
India at the time, and others, she 
established the Indian Section. 


TANO JODAI 
(Japanese Section) 

President of the Japanese Section. 
She is Dean and Acting President 
of Tokyo Women’s University, and 
is one of the feminist leaders in 
Japan opposing any change in the 
present constitution which forbids 
arming Japan. Miss Jodai sends the 
following message of greeting on 
our 40th Birthday: 

“Our Japan Section really origin- 
ated in an informal discussion group 
of Japanese women at the home of 
Mrs. Mary Nitobe during or imme- 
diately after World War I. When 
Dr. Nitobe was appointed to the 
Secretariat of the League of Na- 
tions and he and his American wife 
left for Geneva, the inspiration they 
had given us was not lost. In 1921 
we organized in Tokyo a Japan Wo- 
men’s Peace Association. 

“In 1923 Miss Jane Addams vis- 
ited Japan. She learned of our activ- 
ities and showed us the advantages 


INTERNATIONAL 


of joining the international organ- 
ization. This affiliation has meant 
a great deal to us. FOUR LIGHTS 
has come to us year after year. We 
were represented at the Washing- 
ton Congress in 1924, at Dublin in 
1926, and at Prague in 1929. Ameri- 
cans living in Japan and visiting 
American members of the WILPF 
have been a constant source of in- 
spiration. We have rejoiced at the 
renewal of international contacts 
since the war, and we are trying in 
every way we can to work for peace 
and international friendship.” 


GERTRUDE BAER 
(United States Section) 

Active in the German Section un- 
til she came under Hitler’s ban. 
She escaped to Switzerland, then 
the United States, and eventually 
became an American citizen. Dur- 
ing World War II, when our head- 
quarters were temporarily moved to 
New York, she became the WILPF 
International Representative to the 
UN. She is at present our Accred- 
ited Observer and Permanent Con- 
sultant to the UN, and our repre- 
sentative in the WILPF Interna- 
tional Headquarters in Geneva. 


SIGNE HOJER 

(Swedish Section) 
President of the Swedish Section. 
Has a particular interest in the 
problems and conditions of women 
in the home. A 
mother herself, 
she was at one 
time appointed by 
the Government 
of Sweden as part 
of a commission 
to study the con- 
ditions of women. 
During the past year she has been 
working in a remote part of India 
to raise health and _ educational 

standards. 


WATCH FOR NEWS OF OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS IN 
FUTURE ISSUES OF FOUR LIGHTS 


Have You Always Wanted 
To Go To California? 


Then this is the year to go! 
Come by train, plane, car or bus, 
and enjoy the Annual Meeting in 
a beautiful setting at Mills College, 
Oakland, July 10-15. Room and 
meals only $5.50 a day. 
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WASHINGTON—{Cont'd from p. 2} 


UMT, EXTENSION of DRAFT. 
Though action on UMT and the 
draft is moving rapidly, the Senate 
may not have acted when this 
reaches you. If not, write or visit 
your Senators to oppose extension 
of the draft, UMT, or any compul- 
sory reserve program. 

As I walk the corridors of Con- 
gress, the words of Jane Addams 
keep coming back to me: “Nothing 
could be worse than the fear that 
one had given up too soon and left 
one effort unexpended that might 
have helped the world.” 


CONSULTATIVE—{Cont'd from p. 2) 


ever, they may make DIRECT oral 
or written interventions at meetings 
of the subsidiary bodies of the 
ECOSOC, such as the Status of 
Women Commission or the Com- 
mission on Human Rights. I have 
spoken for the WILPF before both 
these commissions; in the former on 
the political rights of women and in 
the latter on the need for a provision 
in the Human Rights Covenant to 
allow individuals and non-govern- 
mental organizations the right of 
petition, if there is any violation of 
those rights. As it now stands, only 
STATES have this privilege and 
many nations do not guarantee 
rights to their citizens. 

Gertrude Baer, who has been in 
the Geneva office for the past sev- 
eral years, was made the consultant 
FGR ALL THE SECTIONS in 
various countries. I was asked at 
about the same time, by the U.S. 
Section, to be their OBSERVER at 
the UN. Since the observers repre- 
sent largely United States national 
organizations, their primary inter- 
est lies with the U.S. Mission to the 
UN. Each week during the Gen- 
eral Assembly, meetings are arrang- 
ed for NGOs to meet the U.S. dele- 
gates and to hear about the positions 
this government will take in the 
Assembly on the various issues on 
the agenda. There is a question 
period following the speech and 
everyone has an opportunity to ex- 
press his views. Often I find my- 
self at variance with the delegates, 
since the WILPF has always be- 
lieved that national interests must 
be subordinated to the interests of 
world co-operation and has acted 
accordingly. 


ARMED TRUCE—{Cont'd from p. 2} 


Aid for Asia, the Policy Committee 
believes that the chief emphasis 
should be placed on _ supporting 
plans for a total peace such as that 
suggested by Leo Szilard, in his 
letter to the New York Times, Feb- 
ruary 8, 1955. Mr. Szilard empha- 
sizes that agreements with the Sov- 
iet Union and with the People’s Re- 
public of China should be such as 
would be in the interest of all par- 
ties to the agreement to observe. 
They should be based on fundamen- 
tal principles rather than on immedi- 
ate political expediency. As such 
they can probably be better worked 
out by men and women with imag- 
ination and goodwill who are not 
involved in governmental decisions, 
than by officials caught in the midst 
of current conflicts. 

Such an appeal to civilians to use 
their intelligence in finding a way 
out of the present impasse should 
be met with gratitude by members 
of the WILPF who are striving to 
follow in the footsteps of the valiant 
women who in 1915 went forth on 
their own initiative to try to stop 
the catastrophe of war. 

—The Policy Committee. 

In the February and March issues, 
and again this month, this space has 
been devoted to an important message 
from the Policy Committee. Look for 
it from now on, and alert yourself to 
positive action. 


The Policy Committee plans to 
send a Washington Letter to the 
branches in the first week of every 
month, discussing important and 
international issues. It is hoped 
that this letter will be discussed at 
the following meeting of each local 
branch. In cases of special emerg- 
ency, postcards urging action will 
be sent to all members. 


PEARL S. BUCK—{Contd. from p. 1) 
at the demand of expediency from 
individual or group. When a wo- 
man allows herself to be silenced 
upon the solemn subject of peace 
as the necessity for life, peace is 
thereby prevented by so much and 
war comes the nearer. 

This aniversary year is indeed a 
time for sober reflection. How 
much are we willing to pay for 
peace? We can still choose. There 
is still a little time—time enough to 
knock at every door in the nation 
and awake those who sleep. 


— Pearl Buck 


Literature Corner 

There are several pieces of litera- 
ture especially appaopriate for the 
40th Anniversary celebration: 

e HISTORY OF AN IDEA: 

The history of WILPF to 1955. 
10c apiece; 50 or more copies, 5c 
apiece. 

e 40 YEARS OF PROGRESS: 

A listing of our activities, year 
by year, from 1915 until 1955. Be- 
lieving that “Peace hath its victories 
—no less than wars”, it is encour- 
aging to read of those victories, and 
of our steadfast work toward this 
great goal. 10c a copy, 50 copies 
for $1.00. 

e TOWARD HUMAN UNITY, OR 

BEYOND NATIONALISM: 

By Emily Greene Balch. This is 
a booklet of her Nobel Peace Prize 
acceptance speech in 1947. There is 
as much wisdom, inspiration and 
guidance for today as there was the 
day the speech was made. 25c per 


copy. 


AWEF Needs Your Help! 

The Art for World Friendship 
Committee badly needs the coopera- 
tion of more schools in this country. 
The exchange project has been so 
enthusiastically received abroad and 
pictures from foreign countries ar- 
rive in an unending stream, yet 
there is always a shortage of Ameri- 
can pictures to send in exchange. 
Won’t you send for the instruction 
sheet (AWF, Friendly Acres, Me- 
dia, Pa.), and then contact your 
local school to interest it in par- 
ticipating ? 


Jane Addams Book Award 

The third annual Jane Addams 
Book Award will be announced on 
September 6, 1955, Jane Addams’ 
birthday. The contest is open each 
year to any writer who submits a 
printed copy of his book to the 
committee by April 1. The award 
will go to that book which the com- 
mittee believes will be most help- 
ful to children in solving problems 
calmly and non-violently, overcom- 
ing prejudices, understanding de- 
structive impulses and insecurity, 
approaching life _ constructively 
through sympathy and understand- 
ing. The books must be attractive 
in illustration and format, as well as 
in story, and humor and imagina- 
tion are preferred to pedantic ‘“‘mes- 
sages”. 


THE SINEWS OF PEACE ARE MONEY AN MEMBERS—GIVE ALL YOU CAN TO HELP REACH THE $25,000 GOAL OF 


THE EMILY GREENE BALCH FUND 
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